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Regulations for boats and canoes 
(excerpt) 

 
• The driver of the canoe is the cox (sits in the back of the canoe). 

• Everybody in the canoe must obey the leader’s instructions to keep the safety and the 

order of the canoe. 

• The canoe must move with the proper speed considering the weather, the ship routes, 

traffic and safety. 

• If two canoes (or ships) are crossing each other’s way and collision may be possible, 

the one which see the other one from his right side must change the direction. 

• BUT, the canoe must give way to every other vehicle (boat, ship, ferry...). 

• The canoe (or boat) can turn around only if he is convinced about not forcing any 

other boat to change his speed or direction rapidly. 

• If it is obviously safe the canoe (or boat) can overtake the other one from both sides. 

• In case of meeting a boat or canoe approaching from the opposite direction, the 

descending canoe or boat must let he ascending canoe or boat to pass next to the river 

bank. If one of the canoes must change the direction the ascending canoe must change 

it. 

• It is forbidden to drag (pull) any anchor, rope or chain. 

• Everybody  must pay attention: 

- To avoid the pollution of the water 

- To decrease the amount of litter as much as possible 

• The canoe can not cross the way of a ship or a ferry if the distance is less then 500 

m. 

• The canoe can not approach a ship or ferry from the side closer than 30 m. 

• The canoe can not approach a ship or ferry from the back closer than 60 m. 

• It is prohibited to go: 

- Behind a docked swimming object 

- Among the dock’s accessories 

- Under the cables of the ferry 

• The canoe can not approach a person in the water closer then 10 m (except when 

rescues). 

• If the canoe have to go closer to the person in the water because of the size of the 

river, the canoe must slow down the speed to 5 km/hour, and pass without disturbing. 

• Canoes can not be used in the water at night or under poor visibility circumstances. 

• It is prohibited to stand up in the canoe. 

• The driver of the canoe has to know the swimming ability of the members. 

• People younger than 16 or not able to swim have to wear the life jacket while being in 

the canoe. 
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The signs of the shipping route: 

 
• Forbidden to pass 

boards, red lights, or red flags 

 
• It is forbidden to pass outside of the marked area (between bridges or barrages) 

 
 

• It is recommended to stay between the marked area (between bridges or barrages) 

 

or 
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• The right side of the shipping route 

Colour: red 

Shape: roll shaped red buoy, red float or red stick 

 

         Buoy                                                       float                                                  stick 

 
 

 

 

 

 

• The left side of the shipping route 

Colour: green 

Shape: cone shaped green buoy, green float or green stick 

 

      buoy                                         float                                                     stick 

 
 


